JEDMICS Index Data Standardization

1.
Currently within JEDMICS files document identifiers may or may not reflect the identifier assigned by the originator of that document.  The practice of stripping prefixes from a document identifier, especially on accompanying documents, and entering that prefix in another field, usually the document type field, was established to cope with the limited index data space on aperture cards.  When digital engineering data storage became available the existing aperture cards were initially entered with the card Hollerith data establishing the digital index data.  In addition, similar data field limitations were initially encountered and the prefix stripping process continued with the direct entry of newly acquired data.

2.
Current capabilities of JEDMICS have overcome these limiting factors and entering of the entire document identifier, as assigned by the document originator can be accommodated.  Therefore, when an engineering data file is loaded into JEDMICS, the entire document identifier as initially assigned by the originator should be entered in the JMX_BaseDocNumber field.  However, rigid application of this direction may not serve the best interests of JEDMICS users and may unnecessarily complicate JEDMICS management.  When loading data to JEDMICS the following guidance should be applied:

a.
Data delivered on a new system shall have the entire document identifier entered in the JMX_BaseDocNumber field.  This shall apply regardless of the new data delivery media.

b.
Updates of data to existing systems may be loaded in a manner compatible with existing data or as new data per (a.) above.

c.
Data being loaded into JEDMICS from aperture cards currently in the manual repository will utilize either (a.) or (b.) above to establish the digital index data.

3.
It is not the intent of this direction to require “clean up” or “updating” of current index data.  Such action would be extremely costly, disruptive to daily operations, and serve little if any benefit to the JEDMICS user or management.  However, when difficulties with a specific file are encountered due to past indexing practices, it would be prudent to update that file accordingly.

4.
In addition to full entry of the document identifier, populate the JMX_DocType field with the appropriate document type code.  Air Force adopted and approved document type codes are available at http://www.pdsm.wpafb.af.mil/engdat/rules.htm.   The document type codes listed have been determined to be necessary and useful by users of JEDMICS data.  Recommendations for additional document type codes should be submitted to MSG/MMF for JEDMICS review and incorporation.

5.
The direction established by this letter is not intended for retroactive application.  New contracts shall implement these requirements.  Existing files will not be altered except on a case-by-case basis at the option of the specific JEDMICS site.  Existing contracts with delivery requirements in conflict with this letter may be changed only if such action is of value and can be achieved with a no cost contract change.  Also, follow-on contracts to actions having previously delivered data to JEDMICS, should implement this policy only when conflicts with previously delivered data will not occur.

